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The Research Commons 
 
Connect. Collaborate. Contribute.  
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
Research Commons Mission Statement 
The Research Commons at The Ohio State University 
Libraries leverages campus partnerships to provide 
support services at each stage of the research 
lifecycle.  It enhances the Libraries’ mission by providing 
a hub for collaborative, interdisciplinary research that is 
both expertise and technology enabled. 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
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Core Services 
 • Education/Training 
• Consultations 
• Showcasing Research 
• Referrals 
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Guiding Philosophy 
• Don’t duplicate services available elsewhere on campus 
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The Research Commons: Education/Training 
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Partnering for Education and Training 
 
Consultations 
 • Copyright Resources 
• Data Management 
• Publishing and Repository 
Services 
• Funding Opportunities 
• IRB 
• Writing Center 
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library.osu.edu/researchcommons 
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The Research Commons: Consultations 
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The Research Commons: Referrals 
 
Research Commons Partners 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
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Virtual Referral Point 
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The Research Commons: Showcasing Research (STEAM Exchange) 
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Our 2015-2016 Flyer 
Reaching Users 
 
• Our strategies 
• Outreach to Graduate Students- 80% response rate in 2015 
• Subject Librarians 
• Post-Doc Association 
• Council of Graduate Students 
 
• Targeted emails based on workshop topic 
• Email mailing list 
• Cookies in the Commons 
 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
Workshop Numbers 
• FA14: 212 attendees (9 
workshops, 2 panels, one lecture); 
60+ depts. 
• SP15: 286 attendees (9 
workshops, 2 panels); 60 new 
departments. 
• SU15: 117 attendees 
• FA15: 247 attendees (8 
workshops, 1 discussion forum, 1 
panel discussion); GIS day: 70 
attendees 
• SP16: 542 attendees (20 
workshops, 4 forums, 1 panel 
discussion) 
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Creating a User Community 
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Breaking the Mold 
 “As a graduate student who has been here for 
almost four years, this is the first time I feel as 
though there's a space (a well-lit, comfortable, 
accessible, and technology-updated space) for 
graduate research use.” 
- Feedback from English graduate student (Feb. 22, 
2016) 
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Future Work 
• Formalize a plan for assessment 
• Hire additional staff 
• Consistently build user base 
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